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A NEW USE FOR THE PILOT FILM 
In showing the pilot film in various areas such as midweek 
services to congregations and other places a number of conversions 
are reported to have resulted. Later, as it was used in cottage meet-
ing work, it developed that this was a most effective means of 
bringing about the conversion of students. · 
From Saginaw, Michigan, Bro. Dorsey Traw reports the bap-
tism of 8 out of 10 to whom it was shown as the last in a series of 
lessons. He reports that this is the most effective closing appeal he 
has been able to use as yet. 
The same report is submitted by brethren E. J. Sumerlin, Glen 
Paden and Roy Cosgrove of Long Island. They are using a film 
in cottage meeting work and expect to buy one for permanent 
use. Bro. Cecil Wright of Chicago recognizes the potential of such 
a film in cottage work and requests information as to cost. Now -
we are not advertising for business -- but if anyone wishes to pur-
chase a print for his own use it may be had at a cost of $50.00 per 
print. This is the actual cost so far as we are able to calculate. 
The brethren of Long Island and in the New York City area 
are most anxious to have Herald of Truth films in the New York 
City area. This can only be done by purchasing television time. 
The cheapest cost that we can determine is $600.00 per broadcast. 
Some stations in this area charge as much as $2400.00 per broad-
cast. Within a radius of 18 miles of New York City, 10 percent of 
the entire population of the United States resides. Think of it, 
friends - 18 million people, nearly twice the population of the . 
Australian continent. Surely in some way we can help these breth-
ren to have the use of these films on one of these stations. 
THE NEW TELEVISION SERIES 
The response to the showing of the pilot film "What Must I 
Do To Be Saved" in which Bro. Batsell Barrett Baxter is the prin-
cipal speaker has been wonderful. Brethren everywhere are warm 
in their prai se and requests are being received in every mail that the 
new series be shown on local television stations. How we yearn to 
grant all these requests, but there is always the answer -- "if funds 
are available." 
Bro. Baxter is in Abilene working night and day with Bro. 
John Kirk and others filming the remaining episodes. Although the 
time is growing shorter by the minute, we are still assured that the 
films will be ready to start according to schedule the early part 
of January -- again -- "if funds are available." 
The Highland elders feel sure that many congregations are 
planning to assist as in the years gone by, but have simply failed 
to let us know. Brethren, may we urge you to send the word of 
your decision at the very earliest possible time. It is of urgent need 
that we know to what extent brethren intend to assist in preaching 
the gospel by means of the Herald of Truth broadcast. Contracts 
must be signed, stations lined up as to time of broadcast, etc. --
Again, all this must be arranged on the basis of -- "if funds are 
available." 
Will you send us your decision today:i 
"CHURCH AND STATE" 
T~s is the title_ of three sermons to be delivered by Bro. James 
D. Will~ford the first three Sundays in January. These sermons 
were delivered about thre .e years ago and were received in a fine 
way by a great cross-section of the citizenship of this nation. 
So far as members of the church in their religious practice and 
the future of this nation is concerned we face no greater enemy 
than. the Ron:ian. C~th~lic chur~h: We have no sympathy for Com-
mums~ and !ts mfidehty, but It IS for all practical purposes simply 
the frmt ?f Its parent tree -- Catholicism. If you doubt this state-
ment -- SimplY. check and you will find that its very origin and 
greatest followmg developed in nations where Catholicism has its 
greatest following and where the Bible has been consigned to a 
place of little or no real importance. 
_Please help us to get this announcement before as many as 
possible. We urge also that if you wish copies of these sermons 
that Y?~ let us know just as soon as possible. We shall do our best 
to antic1pate the number of requests sufficiently to avoid running 
out of printed copies as happened before. 
NOVEMBER FINANCIAL REPORT 
Receipts 
................................................................................... $26,567.90 
Expenditures 
.......................... ......................................... 36,245.54 
Expenditures exceed receipts by ........ .... ...... ................... ....... ............ $ 9,677.64 
As soon as our offices are caught up, full financial state-
ments wlll be published each month. 
STATIONS CARRYING HERALD OF TRUTH 
TELEVISION PROGRAM 
CITY 
ALABAMA 
STATION, .'CHANNEL, TIME 
Birmingham ___ WBRC . 6 (WIid.......,, 
Montgomery ___ WCOV 11:30 a.m. 
(Thursday) 
ALASKA 
Kodiak ------- AFRTS ________ (Sun. P.M.) 
ARIZONA 
Tucson KOLO-TV 13 
CALIFORNIA 
Blythe · · -- - ----- BTVC 6 
COLORADO 
Grand Junction KREX-TV 
FLORIDA 
Palm Peach ---- WDTV 
GEORGIA 
Savannah ___ ·WSAV-TV 3 
IDAHO 
Nampa KCIX-TV 6 4:00 p.m. 
ILLINOIS 
Harrisburg ___ WSIL.TV 3 . 2 :00 p.m. 
~ednesday) 
Quincy _____ WGEM-TV 10 . 1:30 p.m . 
(CST) 
INDIANA 
South Bend ---- - WTHI _28 12:30 p.m. 
Terre Haute ____ WSJV 10 10:00 a .m. 
KANSAS 
Wichita KARO-TV 3 
KENTUCKY 
Paducah WPSD-TV 6 
LOUISIANA 
SHREVEPORT KSLA-TV 
MAINE 
11 ,M a .m . 
(Sunday) 
Po••land WCSH-TV 6 10,30 a .m. 
MICHIGAN 
Oet•n:t CKLW-TV 9 
MISSISSIPPI 
Greenwood ~--- WABG 6 
Jackson WJTV 12 
Meridian ___ WTOK-TV 
, 'l'upelo _____ WTWV-TV 9 
MISSOURI 
Jefferson ____ KRCG-TV 13 
Joplin KODE-TV 12 
St. Louis ------ KTVI 5 
MONTANA 
3:30 p.m. 
12:00 noon 
(Saturday) 
2:00 p .m. 
2:00 p.m . 
9:30 a.m. 
Butte - - --- --- KXLF-TV 4 (non-schedule) 
CITY 
Helena 
STATION, CHANNEL, TIME 
KXLJ-TV 12 
(non-schedule) 
NEW YORK 
Buffalo -- ---- - WKBW 7 
Rochester .- --- WVET-TV · 10 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Asheville -- ----- WISE 62 
Asheville WLOS-TV 13 
Wilmington __ WECT-TV 6 
NORTH DAKOTA 
6:30 p.111. 
(Saturday) 
9:00 a .m. 
Williston ____ KUMV-TV 8 4:00 p.m . 
(CST) 
OHIO 
Cincinnati -- - - WCPO 12 8:00 •·•· 
(Saturday) 
Lima - - --- -- WIMA-TV 35 
OKLAHOMA 
Oklahoma City KWTV-TV 9 8:30 a .111. 
Tulsa KVOO-TV 2 12:30 p.m. 
OREGON 
Portland ______ __ KPTV 12 11:30 a .m. 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
Charleston - - -- · WUSN 2 12:30 p.111. 
Florence -- - - -- - WBTW 12:00 noon 
TENNESSEE 
Memphis ____ WHBQ-TV 13 2:00 p .m. 
TEXAS 
San Antonio WOAI-TV 4 
UTAH 
Provo ----- --- - KLOR 
VIRGINIA 
Richmond ___ WTVR-TV 6 
Petersburg __ WXEX-TV 8 
WASHINGTON 
YAKIMA ___ KNDO.ITV 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Parkersburg WT AP-TV 
FOREIGN 
BERMUDA 
Hamilton ___ ZBM 1-TV 
PUERTO RICO 
Puerto Rico WORA-TV S 
NEW ZEALAND 
Tauranga 
Sunday 
This list is not 100% correct due to frequent changes. 
All times Sunday unless otherwise Indicated. 
Check your local newspaper or television station for times not llated. 
GOD~S 'TWO LAWS OF PARO.ON .. 
ABC and MBS · Networks 
By E. R. HARPER 
Radio Sermon No. 410 December 6, 1959 
Our subject for today is one that may see m to you rather strange, 
"God's Two Laws of Pardon," but I as sur e you He has two laws by 
which men, in two different cir cumstan ces, are sav ed . 
One of these laws applies to the sinn er before he becomes God's . 
child. God ,deals with the Devil's child differently to His dealing with 
Hi s own child. This is true with us in the flesh; it is just as true with . 
God as He deals with men's spirits. 
TWO CLASSES 
That there ,. are two class es of men, God's child and the Devil's 
child , is ·seen from th e following passages of Scripture. In John 3: 18. 
we have these words, "He that beli evet h on him is not judg ed; but he-
that believeth not hath been jud ged already, becau se he hath not 
beli eved on the name ·of the only be gotte n son of God." In John 3:36: 
your ·Bible says, "He that believeth ' on the Son hath eternal life; but 
he that obeyeth not the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of G'od 
abideth on him ." Here we have two cla sses : thos e who "believe on" 
the Lord · and those who "obey not the Son." Hence , the saved be-
liever is that believer who has obeyed the Son of God. So here we have 
two classes or group s of men. 
In Matthew 13 :38 the Lord Hmself said, "And the field is the world 
and the good seed are the sons of the kingdom; and the tares are the 
sons of the evil one." Again, the two classes. 
In -Romans 8:14 Paul says, "For as many as are led by the Spirit 
of God, these are the sons of God." In John 8:44 the Lord said, "ye 
are of your father, the Devil." In I John 3:10 the writer says, . "In 
this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the Devil." 
THE THIRD GROUP 
From the above passage 1t is plainly seen that we have two dis -. 
tinct groups of persons : the children of God and the children of the · 
Devil. B·ut there is a third class I wish to introduce just here, for it is , 
this third class that the religious world, I believe, has mi sunderstood .. 
People in this third class are still children of God. They belong to the 
fir st group I have discussed, but they have now sinned after becoming: 
God's children. On what conditions does God forgive their sins is our-
question ., 
Page ,6 
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EXAMPLES 
In Acts 5: 1-11 is the story of Ananias and his wife, Sapphira, who 
lied to God about their possessions. The Bible said, "Thou hast not 
lied to men but to God." They were members of the church of Jeru-
salem. They sinned after becoming children of God. In Acts 8: 8-24 
we have the conversion of the Samaritans, among whom was Simon 
the sorcerer . The Bible says, "Simon also himself believed; and being 
baptized, he continued with Philip ." That Simon was saved we know, 
for the Lord has made this promfse, "he that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved." This Simon had done. After he was saved, the 
Bible says in Acts 8: 17-18 Simon offered the apostles money, "Say-
ing, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay my hands, he 
may receive the Holy Spirit." To him Peter said, "I see that thou 
art in the gall of bitterness and in the bond of iniquity." Here we 
have two exampl es of "erring Christians," of God's children who have 
sinned after being saved. John, in I John 1:8 says, "if we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us." Again 
verse 10, "if we say we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His 
·word is not in us." 
From the above Scriptures we readily see that there are two 
<classes of sinners: those who have never been saved and those who, 
,after becoming His children, have committed sins. Does God de-
,mand of each the same acts of obedience in granting to them the for-
,.giveness of their sins? Does He have one law for the one who has 
never been saved and a different law for the saved? This is our 
question today! 
CITIZEN OF HIS KINGDOM 
That you may see this lesson from a different viewpoint, yet the 
same in principle, I shall illustrate it this way : Does the United States 
have one law for both "aliens" and for her citizens?" Or does our 
government have two laws: one for her "own citizens" and a different 
law for the "alien" who is not a citizen of our country? Now in the 
spiritual realm there are two kingdoms: "God's kingdom" and the 
"kingdom of the Devil." In Acts 8:12 the Bible says, "But when they 
believed Philip preaching good tidings concerning the . kingdom or 
God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and 
women." In Matthew 12: 25-26 Christ declares, "Every kingdom di-
vided against itself is brought to desolation; and every city or house 
·divided against itself shall not stand. And if Satan casteth out Satan, 
.he is divided; how shall his kingdom stand." 
Here we have two kingdoms. One is the "kingdom of God"; the 
•other the "kingdom of Satan." I press now the same question with re-
:spect to these two kingdoms that I did with regard to our government. 
iDoes God deal with the citizens of H;is kingdom exactly as He does 
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with the citizens of Satan's kingdom? Or does He, like our own govern-
men t , deal with them differently? Here is the great trouble in the 
religious world regarding how we become Christians: He deals with 
them differently. He has two different laws by which each is for-
giv en, just a s our government has two different laws by which its own 
citizens and the alien are freed. This is fundamental. Here is the 
tr agedy! 
DIFFERENT PRINCIPLES 
In our natural families we have two laws. The first law is that 
of "induction into the family;" the next is "the law by which he is 
gover n ed aft er his induction." In our government we have the "law 
of induction into our citizenship;" then we have the "laws by which 
he is govern ed after his induction ." Now in God's family we have 
the "law of indu ction" into His church; His family, His kingdom; then 
we have the "law by which we are governed," after this induction. 
Ju st a s we comply with the "law of induction" into our natural fam-
ily, into our "government;" just so we must first fulfill the "law of 
induction" into God's family, His kingdom, His church. The "law of 
ind uction" and the "law of citizenship after induction" are two differ-
ent laws. 
TWO LAWYERS 
Suppose you were an alien or, as the terms means, a "foreigner" 
to this country and needed legal advice. You go to a lawyer and he · 
begins to tell you to do what our government demands of its own sub-
jects , rules that do not apply to you at all. You believe him, not be-
ing accustomed to our laws, and abide by his instructions, for he claims 
to be an expert in such matters. You arrive at the court of jus-
tice; your lawyer presents your case , shows the judge that you have 
complied with a certain law that is on our statutes, found in our 
lawbooks for people to observe. The judge says, "But that is not 
for you, an alien; that is for our people, citizens of our government." 
What would you do with your lawyer? Then a "citizen" of this coun-
try needs legal advice . He secures a lawyer, recommended to him 
by his friends. This lawyer advises him as a citizen of this govern-
ment to do that which is demanded of an "alien," a citizen of an-
other government. The judge rules against you, but you begin to ob-
ject, saying, "But Judge here it says for us to do what I have done. 
It is in the book that way . Then he shows you that it is not for you. 
Again, what would you do with your legal advice? I need not go fu rt h-
er with this illustration but to ask: Since God has a "law of induc-
tion into His kingdom" and a "law to govern those having been induct-
ed into His kingdom," what would you do with a man who did not 
know the difference and tried to have the "alien sinner" abide by the 
"laws given to govern the Christian" or tried to bind upon the "Chris-
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tian" the "laws given by which the alien sinner became a Christian?" 
This, I believe, can show you is what has happened in our religious 
world. 
WATCH THE MIXUP 
In the religious world alien sinners are being taught they may be 
forgiven of their sins at the altar of prayer before baptism, while at 
the same time it is being taught that Christians only are to be bap-
ized. Now God, since Calvary, has never saved the alien at the altar 
of prayer, before obeying the gospel; neither does the Bible teach 
th at Christians are those to be baptized. My good people, follow me 
prayerfully and watch me point out to you that since Pentecost all 
alien sinners are commanded to be baptized to be saved; never were 
they commanded to "pray through to God for pardon of sins;" and no 
Christian was ever commanded to be baptized. But the Christian 
was lo confess his sins and pray God for the forgiveness of sins. 
T-he world has confused the two laws of God, and they now apply to 
the law of the alien to the Christian, and the law of the Christian to 
the alien. believe this to be the truth, as certainly as I am speak-
ing to you. 
TO THE ALIEN 
In Matthew 18: 18-20 Christ commanded His disciples to "teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father , and the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost;" in Luke 24: 46 Christ said, "Thus it is writ-
ten and thus it behooved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead 
t:ti:e third day; , and that repentance and remission of sins be preach-
ed in 'his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem." In Mark , 
16: 15-16 Ohrist said, "Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel 
to every ' creature. He that believefh and is baptized shall be saved. 
But he that believeth not shall be damned." 
These, to 'Whom they were sent with this world-wide commis-
sion were all alien sinners. They certainly were not saved. To them 
was, , to be commanded that they believe, that they repent. And twice 
in these world-wide marching orders. He commanded them to be bap-
tized, with the promise He would save them. These were His terms 
to be laid down by which these aliens were to become members of His 
family, His church, citizens of His kingdom, saved. 
EXAMPLES OF THE ALIEN 
That all who became members of His church, who became saved, 
citizens of His kingdom, had to believe and be baptized, I now pledge 
my,self to the task of proving. In Acts, chapter two, were those who 
were in:llidels-that is, they did not believe in Christ. They had, with 
w,cked hands, crucified the Lord: they were aliens Peter preached 
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to them. 'Tb:ey were , convicted of their sins, Having ,been asked, 
"what shall we do,'' Peter under the direction of the Spirit, verse 4, 
answered in these words, "repent and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins arid Ye shail re-
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost." Verse 41 says ''they that gladly re-
ceived their words were baptized and the . same day there were added 
unto them about three thousand souls,'; and verse 47 says, "a1,1d' the 
Lord added to ' the church daily such as should · be saved.ii Were they 
also citizens of G.od's kingdom: Yes, for in verse 30 this sa:nie ' chapter, 
Peter 'ileclares G-od "raised up Christ to sit on David's throne" and 
verse 36 says, "God hath made ' this same Jesus whom ye have cruci-
fied both Lord and Christ." Lord means ·, "ru.ler'--governor-king." ' ' ', ' 
' ' So 'i have estabds~ed the <'la; of induction into God'~ f~mn:y)' 
into His church, by which these aliens beca.Ille citizens , p~ .the .· ,king-
dom and by which they were declared to be saved and have . remission 
of sins. That law demanded that they repent and every one of them 
be baptized for remission of sins ," verse :38. This done, the Lord added 
t.o . His . <;hurch; . He saved them, You will notice ,the absence - of _ any 
commitnd or sliggestjort that they come to the ;,altar of prayel' and pray 
thi:ough to. victory." They, as aliens, could not do that for they wEir~ 
not God's children. Only God's children may do tliis. Aliens niuirt 
meet the "law of induction into His kingdom." Oh, yes, that thes~ 
were "born again,'' who wiU deny? For they were saved! ' Jo;hri 3:3-~ 
declares ., "except ye be born of water and the spirit ye ca:nnht see 
the kingd om Of God." Here was the Spirit directing and ·here als6 i~ 
the water, for in baptism 'only do you find wat er in God's plan i · · ' 
ALIENS ACROSS THE WORLD-SAMARITANS, EUNUCH 
In Acts 8 we have the conversion of the Samaritans and the 
Eunuch. The record says, verse 12 concerning the Samaritans, "They 
were baptized both men and women." And in verses 36-39 Philip , took 
the Eunuch down into the water and baptized him. Again no "altar or 
pray er" at which they " prayed through to victory." That is not 
God's law to th,e alien. It it were, why not in these cases? 
SAUL OF TARSUS 
In Acts 9 we have the conversion of Saul of Tarsu s'. Sur ely he 
was an alien if there could be such a person. When the man of God 
cam e to him, he found him praying but did not comm and him to keep 
on praying until he got through to victory. Rath er he said , "Arise 
and be baptiz ed and wash away thy sins , calling on the name of the 
Lord." No man 'becomes a part of the Lord's family, of his chu .rch, 
of His kingdom, until his sins have first been wii.shed away by the 
blood of Christ. Again, this alien sinner had to be baptized to have 
his "sins washed away by the blood of Christ." That is God's law to 
the alien. 
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, CORNELIUS 
GOD'S TWO LAWS OF .PARDON 
CORINTH - EPHE .SUS ..._ MACEDON.I.A 
ROME """"'. COLOSSE . 
. Ti.me . does not permit a detailed account of the following, but turn 
to your · Bibles and in Acts 10: 48 Peter commanded Cornelius and t~ose 
:with him to be baptized. In Acts 16: 14-34 is record .ed the conversions 
of, those in . Macedonia; Lydia, the Jallor and . his house. yerse 15 
says "and when she-Lydia-and her household :vere baptized, she 
besought us, saying, if ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, 
come into . my house, and abide here." When faithful? After bap-
tism. ·.In verse 33 Paul. took the jailor and bis house the "same hour 
oftli.e night," and baptized them. Not one time were they commanded 
to pray for pardon and then be baptized. Not one Ume sine~ Acts _2 
have we found any such practice by any man of God. Why? · That 1s 
not God's law of "Induction_ into His family." . 
THE . NEW LIFE 
III Romans 6:3~4 those in Rome -were "baptized into Christ; ~hey 
were 'buried with Him in baptism unto death that they might be raised 
.t6 walk In Iiewness of life." Here is that new relationship they enter. 
Here hi :· where they cross the line of demarcation t~at diyi~ es the1_11 
'from the group .of aliens and inducts them into their new life, tlleir 
~new ·citizenship." When an alien to this government meets the ."laws of induction:" it is then he entefs into a newne!3S Of life, a relation• 
~hip he ' has ·never known. Just so here. Fai~h in .our bless~d. Loni, 
repentance of ou:r · sins, and baptism into Christ for ~he remiss10n of 
sins, from which we are raised into a "newness of life," are the re-
quirements for induction into God's "called out group" to serve a~d 
worship Him. Into that group .now, as God's children, we. go to ~11n 
in penitent prayer, confessing our sins to God through Christ our l11gh 
priest and , as children of . God, as citizens ~f His kiu~dom, we ~!·e r_or-
;gtven ' in answer to this penitent prayer wi~hout h~vm~ to be . rebap-
.tlzed." Baptism is only for the alien who is entermg mto God s rela-
tionship, Irita this newness of life. Here _is where our trouble has 
come. God's law for His child bas been misunderstood and has been 
applied to the alien sinner, and he . has come to. the "altar ?f p1:ayer" 
for the forgiveness of his sins, which is the prlvil.ege _of God .s children 
only in receiving spiritual blessings, one of which 1s forgiveness or 
sins. 
ERRING CHRISTIANS 
Now that we have become God's children and we sin, then what? 
Here is where we have the "altar of prayer" where sinners who are 
erring Christians, God's children, are forgiven in answer to prayer. 
In Acts s: 22 Peter commanded Simon, a child of God, to ?epent an~ 
pray to God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart be forgiven thee. 
GOD'S TWO LAWS OF , PARDON 
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He was not commanded to be baptized again. He was God's child. In I 
John 1: 9 the apostle says, "if we confess our sins He ls faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins and · to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 
You will _notice here that John was a Christian and writing to Chris-
tians. We have now established the law of God to His child for 
forgiveness. God's chHd must repent of his sins, confess them to God, 
and pray God for forgiveness, and being · God's child, he Is promised 
they will be forgiven. He is not rebaptlzed. God's child cannot be 
baptized by the authority of the Lord! Only the alien sinner that ho 
may become God's child, Inducted Into God's church, His kingdom, Hls 
family, that he may come into Christ, Romans 6: 3. 
CONCLUSION 
Having now found that God does have two laws of pardon: one to 
the alien sinner and · the other to His child, we can see very plainly 
what has taken 1>lace in the field of religion. God's law for the par-
don of His child bas been mistaken and substituted for the law ot 
pardon for the alien. The alien ls being told that his sins can be 
forgiven at the "altar of prayer," which is promised to God's child 
only, . while . God's child is being told that only Christians are to be 
baptized. So God's two laws of pardon' must be correctly understood, 
else all men shall stand before God, none of them having ·complied with 
God's law of pardon for them. 
TWO LAWS CONTRASTED 
The alien sinner mu.st believe in the Lord with all his heart; ' 
he must repent of his sins; he must be baptized Into Christ, for the 
, remission of sins, acknowledging his faith In his Lord, as cominanded 
by Christ Himself In the Great Commission of Matthew 28, Mark 16, 
rind . Luke 24. This is God's law of Induction into His family. Now 
that he has become a Christian, when he sins God's law of pardon for 
him is: He must repent of his sins, confess them to God, and pray 
God, through Jesus Christ for the forgivene .ss of sins; and God has 
promised to forgive, Acts 8 and I John 1: 7-9. In every example of 
prayer bringing forgiveness of sins after the cross of Cal vary, it is 
to God's child; never to au alien, never to one of the Devil's children 
in the Devil's kingdom. He has to come out of th at kingdom into 
God's kingdom to receive forgiveness of sins in answer to prnyer; 
Yes, they have substituted God's law of pardon for His child for the 
law of pardon for the alien sinner. You cannot substitute God's laws. 
May the Lord bless you that you may live long enough to believe in 
the Lord, repent of your sins, and be baptized into God's family, that 
you may submit to God's law of pardon to the alien sinner so that you 
may become God's child where the privileged prayer as God's child 
brings you that you may receive the forgiveness of your sin's through 
the precious blood of Christ, is my prayir in the name of Christ. 
THE GOSPEL -· ITS PROPER DIVISIONS 
ABC and MBS Networks 
By E, R. HARPER 
Radio Sermon No. 411 December 13, 1959 
Thank you, Phil. Today, friends , I would .love to discuss with you 
what I belie ve to be a very vit al subje ct . I belie ve the proper under-
standing of this subject will do much to clear up many misunderstand-
ings relative to what man mu st do to be saved by the gosp el of Christ. 
"The Gospel-Its proper 'Divisions," may at first seem to . you to be . of 
little or may be of no concern, but if you · will be kind enough to keep 
your dial tuned to this lesson, I believe when it has been concluded 
you shall be able to see why l believe it to be of such vital importance 
to men's salvation . 
ITS IMPORTANCE ESTABLISHED 
The importance of the gospel in man's salvation is amply set forth 
in tlle following Scriptures . In Mark 16: 15 the Lord Himself empha-
sizes the importance of the gospel by these words, "Go ye into all 
the world and preach the gospel . to every creature. " Anything so 
important that the Lord would command that "every cre ature in all 
the world"' receive . it must be worthy of our study, for we are a part 
of "every creature in all the world." In 2 Thessalonians 1:7 -9 Paul, 
who was also comissioned personally by the Lord, has this to say 
with reference to the gospel: "To you who are troubled rest with us, 
when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from Heaven with his mighty 
angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, 
and who OBEY NOT THE GOSPEL of our Lord Jesus . Christ; who 
shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of 
the Lord and the glory of His power." ' Here the importance of. the 
gosp el is certainly emphasized by ·. condemning to "everlasting de-
struction from the presence of the Lord" all who · "obey not the gospel 
of Christ." 
GOD'S POWER TO SAVE 
This being true, then we are r eady to underst and why Paul says in 
Rom ans 1: 16, "I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ for it is the 
power of God unto salvation; to th e . Jew fir st and also unto the Greek ." 
Here the gospel of Christ is plainly said to be God's power to bring 
those who believe the gospel to their salvation . This true, then man is 
not saved the moment he believes. If he is saved the mom ent he-
believes, then tell me how could the gospel by the power of God to 
bring the believer to his salvation? The gospel being God's power 
to bring the beli ever to his salvation, we now better understand 
why Paul said in I Corinthians 1: 21, "it pleased God by the foolish-
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ness of preaching to save thell1 that believe" and also it gives added 
emphasis as to why the Lord commanded that the .gospel be preached 
t'o ''every creature in all the world. " It Is God's power to bring the 
man who believes its truths to his salvation. This true, we must be 
c'ei:tain that we have obeyed the true gospel and not a "perv er te d gos-
pel.'' Paul in Galatians 1: 6-9 says "There be some that trouble you, 
and woiild pervert the gospel of Christ." Yes , we must be sure we have 
not obeyed a "perverted gospel." 
PROPER DIVISIONS . 
The gospel is divided into three principl e divisions: namely, facts . 
to be acc ·epted ot believed as true , commands to be obeyed, and prom , 
lses to be enjoyed. Destroy either of these and you destroy the bopeS-
and dreams ' of all that we hold sacred to our hearts in the afterwhile, 
Each of these has its own place in God's great scheme of redemption. 
Let µs not rob the gospel of Christ of either of its divisions that we 
may be certain of obtaining the salvation of our souls here and in the 
world to come. 
FACTS TO BE BELIEVED 
There are certain "facts of the gospel" upon which rests the en-
tire Christian system of redemption from sin and eternal life b~ 
yond the grave with our Lord. The first of these facts I shall dis ; 
cuss is the "virgin birth of Christ." If Christ be not born of the vir-
gin Mary, the whole of Christianity is destroyed and we grope our 
way in total darkness to the grave. The light of hope ls not only 
dimmed; it is destroyed . The hand for which we reach as We "walk 
through the valley and shadow of death" is not there. We cross 
the chill waters of death alone . Yes, "hope does not see a star," nor 
do we "hear the rustling of angel's wings," as pined the infidel, as he. 
stood by the lifeless form of his brother so dear to him . 
The prophet Isaiah says in chapter 7 and verse 14, "Behold a virgin-
shall conceive and . bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel." To. 
know that this came to pass we have but to read the angel's words . 
to Joseph, recorded in Matthew 1: 23 where the angel said, "Dehold I 
a virgin sh all be with child, and shall bring forth .a son, and they shall 
call . his name Immanuel, which being interpreted is God with us.' '' 
We h.ave but to turn to Luke, chapter 2, verses 1 through 16, to find ; 
the fulfillment of this child born to the virgin Mary, for in verse 16 it 
r,eads, "And . they came with haste, and found Mary , and Joseph andl 
the babe . lying in a manger." Again, the angel announced, "Fear not, . 
for I bring you good .tidings of great joy which shall be to all · people, 
for there .. is born to you this day in the city, of David a Savior, whlcb 
ls ,Christ the Lord." Yes, this came to pass. 
r 
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RESURRECTION OF CHRIST 
. Another_ fact of the gospel that must be believed is the resurrec-
t10n of Christ from the dead. Paul says in 'I Corinthians 15: 14 "If 
Ch_rist be not risen then is our preaching in vain, and your faith is' also 
vaui_ and we a7e found false witnesses of God ... " To deny the resur-
rection ,of ?hnst, therefore, is to deny one of the cardinal · facts of the 
gospel. His resurr ection gives us the assurance that we shall one 
day come from the sleeping dust of the earth. · In verse 20 Paul de-
cla:es, "But now is Christ risen from the dead, and became the first 
fruits of the m that slept." . The resurrection of Christ was the burden 
of Peter'.s , sermon on Pentecost, Acts, chapter 2. In verses 24-30 and 
32, we fmd these facts concerning the resurrection of Christ "Whom 
God hath_ raised up having loosed the pains of death; becau;e it was 
not possibl e that He sh ould be holden of death-therefore being ·~ 
P:Oph~t, and kno~ing that God hath sworn with an oath to hi~, that of 
lus !oms, accordmg to his flesh, he would RAISE UP CHRIST to sit 
on His _throne ; He seeing t~is before ~pake of the resurrection of Christ, 
_rt:h~t , His soul was not left m hell, neither His flesh did see corruption. 
This same Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witness." 
~hen Peter was sent by the Lord to Cornelius, the Gentile, to 
t ell him words by which he and his house should be saved we find 
ithe resurrection of Christ was again emphasized as Peter sa;s in Acts 
a.O: ~9,40, "And we are witnesses of all things which he did-that is 
Christ-both In the land of the Jews and Jerusalem; whom they slew 
a~d hanged on a tree; Him, God RAISED UP the third day , and showed 
hun openly . . . " Again, the entire system of man's redemption by 
the blood of Christ rests upon the fact of the resurrection of Christ 
from the dead. This man must believe to become a Christian! This 
of course, implies that man believe In the entirety of the scenes of 
Calva ry befor e, during, and following the cruel death of our Lord. 
OTHER FACTS NECESSARY 
Many are the facts that are necessary, which facts I have not the 
(:ime to discuss ; I only have time to mention a few. -.Man must be-
li eve that Christ ascended back to the Father, Ephesians 4: S; that He Is 
--exalted at the right hand of God, Acts 2: 33; that He is now the Savior 
·for all people, Luke 2: 10-11; that He is God's High Priest to mnke inter-
-session for the sins of the people, Hebrews 2:17; that Christ is the 
only Mediator between God and men, I Timothy 2: 5; that by the blood 
of Christ, man's sins are blotted out, Matthew 26:28; I John 1:7; that 
:man is lost and cannot save himself and is therefore in need of a Sav-
: lor to guide man's steps in the way. of righteousness, Jeremiah 10:23; 
,and fin.ally that man shall one day stand before Christ , as his judge, 
:Acts 17:3L To. deny Christ today as the only Potentate, King of 
:Kings and Lord of lords would be an act of infidelity, for Paul In I 
'Timothy G:15, together with John's testimony in Revelation 17:14, so .de-
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clare lii these very words. · Any man who would, therefore, arrogate to 
himself this claim, · that lie is also the only · Potentate, King or kings and 
Lord of lords," would be ascribing to himself that which belongs to 
Christ alone. Were I . to do this I would become an imposter and 
those who would follow me would be lost. _ Qne cardinal fact of the 
gospel is that Christ is to have the "preeminence in all things," Colo&-' 
sians 1: 18; that He alone is "King of kings and Lord of lords." No-
where in all your Bible has the Lord ever granted this title to be worn 
by any mortal man. This is vital to the Christian system given to us 
by our Lord. These great facts demand therefore our faith in the 
Bible as the revelation of God to man. The facts of the gospel .can only 
be believed; thay can't be obeyed. We can't obey the virgin birth 
of Christ . We can't obey the resurrection and ascension of Chris~ 
We can only, believe and accept them or reject them. We can't obey . 
them. 
COMMANDS TO BE OBEYED 
The second division of the gospel is the "commandments to . b11 
obeyed." In Hebrews 5: 8,9, the writer says Christ, being made 1>erfect 
"became the author of eternal salvation to all them that obey him.'! 
In Matthew 7:21 Christ said, "Not every one that saith unto me; Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven but . he that doeth the 
will . of my Father which is in heaven." In John 14:21 Christ said, "He . 
that hath my commandments and keepeth them, he it is that loveth 
me," and in verse 24 the Lord says "He that loveth me not keepeth 
not my sayings." In Luke G:4G Christ asked this question, "Why cali me 
Lord, Lord and do not the things which I say?" In I Samuel 15:22-23, 
Samuel, the man of God, said to King Saul, "Behold , to obey is · better 
than sacrifice, and to hearken, than the fat of rams, for rebellion Iii 
as sin as witchcraft, and stubbornes s is as iniquity and idolatry." John 
in I John 5: 3 says, "This ls the love of God, that' ye keep His · commands 
men ts." It is plainly stated there is something for man to do · or obey 
to be saved and your Bible say ·s that which man is -to obey ls the 
commandments of God. Since the .facts of the gospel cannot be obeyed; 
only believed , then there follows the belief of these facts, the obeying 
of these commands of God. It is here the gospe\ becomes God's power 
to bring the one who believes these facts to his salvation. 
WHAT ARE THESE COMMANDS? 
The first of the commands of God I shall discuss is the command · 
to believe the truths of the gospel. In Mark 16: 15,16 Christ says, "Go 
ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He that ' 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved . But be that believeth not ' 
shall be damned." Here faith in the teachings of the gospel of Cllrist ' 
ls bound upon · every lost soul. It is a command of God if one ls to bfl 
saved. But faith is 'not the only command of God to · be obeyed; Thli:t 
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w.e must . rexµember! ·In ·. •l,,uke 13:3 Christ says , ."Ltell yqu, .Nay; but, 
0,1U:ept ye repent , ye shall likewise perish,'' and Pa .u.l in Acts 17:30 
declares, '.'And the times of thi1:1 ignorance God winked at; but now 
commandeth all . men everywhere to repent ." Repentance is. a command 
of God. It is to be both believed and obeyed , This ;is why ','faith alone" 
can:t save . . Faith must .. be followed by a penitent heart They are not 
the: same command; they are different. Repentance grows out of faith. 
:,:f G 
BAPTISM A COMMAND OF GOD 
Another command Of God to be obeyed is that of baptism. In 
Matthew · 28 : 18: 20 Christ says · "All power is given unto me . in heaven 
and in earth. Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name · of · the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit:" Christ, 
as already suggested, said, in Mark 16: 16, "He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved." When the Spirit came to guide the apostles 
into all truth, as specifically promised by the Lord in John 16: 13. He 
directed Peter, in Acts 2: 38, to give this answer to those, who in verse 
37 asked ; '"What shall we do?" Said Peter to them; "repent ~nd be 
baptized eve ry one of you in · the name of Jesus Christ for . the remission 
o'f sins and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." But suggests 
much of ' the world: This command we · do not have to obey. My friends, 
tliis command has all the "power in heaven and in · earth" behind it, as 
I have just read fo you. How much - more power does a command have 
to · ha-ve • behind it to make it essential? 
ln Luke 7:30 we have some people who rejected the . "counsel oi 
Go.d against .themselves." Do you know they did this? Christ said they 
"rejected the counsel of God against themselves, being not baptized 
of .him," that is, of John. Refusing to be baptized is "rejecting the 
coµnsel of God against one's self ." Let us not be found having .rejected 
the counsel of God against ourselves by refusing to submit to the 
baptism of . Christ. Baptism is a command of the Lord. It carries with 
it the . promise of salvation and the remission of . sins when obeyed · by 
11, penitent beUever. If not obeyed here, it never shall be. 
AFTER BAPTl~M, THEN WHAT? 
Now these are not all the commands that are to be obeyed In 
order to enjoy the promises of God .. After becoming ,a Christian there 
le this one command I bid you consider. The Lord to John in Revela-
tion 2: 10 says, "Be thou faithful unto death and .I-.will giv:e .YOU a crown 
of · life." Thie . command incorporates all that God has commanded that 
we do, both h). worshipping and serving Him here on .earth .. God closes 
tll,e IUble with · these words found h1 Revelation 22: 14, "Blessed . are 
they who do his COMMANDME::N'I'S, that they may have a right to the 
tree "°f Ufe, and may enter h1 through the gat~s into tb.e city." Yes, 
Y!QJll" IUble says "colJ.lmandmenµi,'' not "fil.ith on~y/' 
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Grah am ...... KSW A .4: 30 p.m. 
Long view ...... KFRO 1: 30 p.m. 
Marshall KADO 9: 30 a.m. 
Midland . KCRS ' 1: 30 p.ni. 
Monahans .... KVKM 4: 35 p.m. 
Pampa ...... KPDN 4:35 p.m. 
Perryton ... KEYE 8: 15 a.m. 
Pleasanton ....... KBOP 8:30 p .m. 
Rosenberg ... KFRD 9:00 a.m. 
San Angelo ... KGKL 1: 30 p.m. 
San Antonio ... KMAC 11: 30 a.m. 
Snyder KSNY 4: 35 p.m. 
UTAH 
Provo 
VIRGINIA 
Bristol 
KIXX 3: 30 p.m. 
.... WFHG 
Fred er icksburg :wFVA 
Petersburg WSSV 
6:35 p .m. 
(EDT) 
8:30 a.m. 
6:35 p.m. 
(EDT) 
-- Radford 
Waynesboro 
... ... WRAD 
. WAYE 6:35 p.m. 
(EDT) 
WASHINGTON 
Mt. Vernon KBRC 9:30 a.m. 
Omak ....... KOMW 9: 15 a.m. 
Walla Walla . ... KTEL 3:30 p.m. 
Wenatchee ...... . KUEN 10:15a.m . 
This list Is not 100% correct due to frequent changes. 
All t imes are Sunday unless otherwise Indicated. 1 
Check your local 'newspaper or radio station for times not listed. 
C 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Fairmont ... WTCS 9:00 p,m . 
Logan .... WLOG 6:35 p.m. (EDT) 
Montgomery ... WMON 
New 
6:3 5 p.m. 
. (EDT) 
Martinsville .. WETZ 1: 00 p.m. 
Parkersburg 
St. Albans . 
Wheeling 
Williamson 
WISCONSIN 
.. WTAP 8:00 a.m. 
(Saturday) 
WKLC 9: 30 a .m. 
... WKWK 9:00p,m. 
...... WBTH 5:35 p.m. 
Fond du Lac .. KFIZ 4:35 p.m. 
1:30 p.m. 
8:00 a.m . 
4:35 p.m. 
1:30 p.m. 
Green Bay WDUZ 
Madison .... .. .. . . WIBA 
Manitowoc WOMT 
·oshkosh WOSH 
Poynette 
Reedsburg 
Wausau 
WIBU , 4 35 p.m. 
WRDB 4 35 p.m. 
WSAU 9 00 a.m. 
WYOMING 
Casper WTKO 9: 15 a.m. 
' Douglas KWIV 1: 30 p.m . 
Thermopolis KTHE 1: 30 p.m . 
FOREIGN 
BERMUDA 
Pembroke 
CANADA 
Blind 
River, Ont . 
Toronto, Ont : 
Weyburn, Sask. 
Winnipeg, Man. 
CANAL ZONE 
Panama 
ZBM 1:30 p.m. 
CJNR 10: 15 a.m. 
CKEY 9 : 15 a.m. 
CFSL 6: 15 p.m . 
CKY 11: 00 p.m. 
HOL 6:00 p.m. 
(Saturday) 
PHILIPPINE 
Manila 
ISLANDS 
DZAQ 7: 30 a.m. 
This list is not 100% correct due to frequent changes. 
All tim es are Sunday unless other.wise indicated. 
Check your local newspaper or radio station for times not listed. 
Highland Church of Christ 
Box 1858 
Abilene, Texas 
Dear Sir: 
I would like a copy of Brother Har per's r adio message of June 
6, 1959. Cit 
r do enjoy all the radio broadcasts over KCMO in Kansas y. 
They are presented in such an easy to understand manner, and 
are interesting and factu al. I am sure they are doing ~ots of good. 
The church of Christ I work with is in Harveyville, Kansas. 
Sincerely yours, 
Highland Church of Christ 
Abilene, Texas 
Mrs ". Dale Lockhart 
Burlin &ame , , Kansas 
Gentlemen: . , 
Your weekly broadcasts over WABC, New ._:York, have been a 
source of great comfort ,and instruction for the · better understand,,-
ini!: of the word. · · 
Will you please send me sermons no. 383 and no . 384. 
Thanking you for your inspirational talks. 
I am yours sincerely, 
C. W. Armstrong .. 
Babylon, New . Y:C:>r.!L 
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THE PROMISES OF THE GO~P-EI;. 
This brings :us . to the last .division of the gospel; namely, _ "the 
promises of ·.God." These . are many in number .. In II Peter 1:4 the 
apqstie says, ··whereby are given unto us . eiceeding great and pre-
ciou s nromises. . .'' The precious promises . are multitude in number. 
I can only . mention a few, . . 
1. Remission, or forgiveness, of sins by the blood of Christ is one 
of these great and precious promises, as has already been read to you. 
2. As God's children, we are made "heirs of God and joint-heirs with 
Christ;"' Romans 8: 16~17. 3. As heirs of God, the resurrection from the 
dead will be the most glorious experience in all our existence for 
there shall stand · before us the beauties and grandures of that eternal 
home of th e soul, heaven itself. It is here the church, the bride of 
Chr ist. the Lamb's wife, shall live amidst an t_he joys and splendor of 
th6,( city that lies foutsqua .re in the paradise of God. John describes 
the beauty of the people of God as a city whose streets are gold, trans, 
~.a1ent ,as glass; whose walls are of jasper; whose gates are of single 
pearl.s: · th e foundation of _which is garnished with the beautiful .stones, 
attrat:Uvely placed by the hand of God, to make lovely the foundation 
upon which the Church glorious shall dwell. The light that shall Hlumi• 
iiat~ the home of the soul is not that of the sun, that rises in the east, 
itnd slowly makes its . way to a golden setting in the west; it is not the 
s'oft, .'beautiful liitht of the moon that sh eds its halo of splendor about 
qur pa\frway by night; nor does it come from the stars that twinkle 
to tt~ from their · homes so far away in the beautiful heavens above, 
singing as they shine, · "The hand that made us is divine." The light 
that shall illuminate the home of the soul is the light that comes from 
the ·throne of God as Christ, the "light of the world," sits at the right 
hand of God, clothed in white, a's recorded in Mark 9 : 3, "white as 
snow, so white that no fuller on earth can whiten them," and in the 
words of John, Revelations 21: 23, "the citt had no need . of the sun; 
nor the moon, to shine in it; for the glory of God did lighten it, and 
the Lamb of God was the light thereof." 
••-But this - is not all. In ·Revelation 21:4, John says, "And God shall 
wipe · a\vay an tears from · their eyes; and there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow, nor crying; neither shall there be -any more pain: for 
the ' former things are passed away." Again in Revelation 7:16,17 John 
was told that those who had made their robes white in the blood of 
the , lamb, :•are befor-e the throne of -G.od, and serve him day and night 
in '.'hif texµple: . and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among 
them : ',I'lieY Shall . hunger no .· more, neither thlrst any more; neither 
shall the ·sun ·light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in 
the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them into llvr'ng 
fountains of waters; and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes." 
Is it any wonder Peter said these were "great and exceeding promises; 
that by these ye might .be made partakers of his divine nature • . . " 
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These are but a few of the wonderful blessings · that can be yours 11 
you will believe . the "facts of the gospel," obey the commands of the 
gospel, and trust God's precious promises" given to us in the Gospel. 
My friends, can't we see that between the "facts of the gospel" to be 
believed and the "promises of the Gospel" to be enjoyed, there nre the 
"commandments of God to be obeyed?" We cannot leave out this 
division of the gospel and enjoy the promises of the gospel. 
CONCLUSION 
From the above .. we now see that "faith alone" cannot save man. 
He must obey the · commands of the gospel to be saved. Paul plainly 
states that· the "gospel is God's power unto salvation to every one that 
believeth ." When a man believes the "facts of the gospel," it is then you 
can lead a man to "obey the commands of the gospel," that he be saved, 
After the crucifixion of Christ and His ascension into heaven to be 
seate d at God's right hand as our Savior, all passages in your New 
Testament that refer to believers that are saved are those believers 
who have, at the .time of writing, been baptized. There is not an 
exc eption from Acts 2.: 1-47 on to the close of your Bible. You will not 
find, after Acts 2, a passage that refers to savecl believers in any city 
~ntil after the gospel has been preached to them and they have both 
believe d it and obeyed it. Yes, the gospel is divided into three parts: . 
the "facts to . be believd, the "commands to be obeyed," and the pro-
mises to be enjoyed." Will you not today come believing these facts, 
obeying these commands, and trusting God for his promises. This 1s 
my prayer in the name of Christ Jesus o.ur Lord. 
Highland Church of Christ 
Abilene, Texas 
Dear Brethren: 
- I appreciate so much the program HERALD OF TRUTH which 
is carried in ,Amarillo each Lord's Day by our very fine station 
KGNC. I am proud to be a member of a congregation which assists 
in teaching the word _of God through this media · (San Jacinto 
Church of Christ in Amarillo). 
I shall appreciate having copies of lessons 378 and 379 on Hell, 
and lessons 383 and 384 on Baptism. I believe Brother Harper made 
some very fine points in these lessons which I · c.an use in my per· 
sonal work. 
In His cause, 
Mildred Dale 
Amarillo, ·· Texas 
FAITH AT THE KNIFE 
Radio Sermon No. 412 
ABC and M BS Networks 
By E. R. Harper 
December 20, 1959 
T?day, as America is in the midst of great celebrations, supposMly 
honormg the birth of the Son of God, I feel that a heart to heart talk -
a down to earth conversation concerning the principle of faith that 
brings Ute probation of God upon man is most vital. Nearly two thousand 
years ago was born in Bethlehem of Judea, Christ our Lord and 
Sav!or. In Luke, chapter 2, is the story of his birth. Now just when 
Christ was born no man knows. Though it is good to remember that 
Christ was born and that it is wonderful to preach, as I do, on the birth 
of the babe of Bethlehem and what the birth of that child means to 
the world, yet there are ~ubject<; much more vital to us now that Christ 
has been born and has beevme the Savior of the world. While listening 
to these great anthems of praise, to great orations that lift us almost 
literally ~rom our seats as we hear so damatically presented the story 
?f the Chi!d of Bethlehem born in a stable, cradled in a manger, wrapped 
m swaddhng. clothes, while the wise men from the east seeking Him 
that t~.ey might cast at His feet gifts of "gold, frankincense and 
myrrh, yet much of this same world has forgotten those great and 
etern~l principles of faith that entitle us to the joys and hopes and 
promises that God has made possible for those whose faith will sur-
render the will of man to the will of this child now made our Savior, 
our Lawgiver, and our "King of kings." 
OUR LESSON - FAITH AT THE . KNIFE 
The subject for our . lesson today, "Faith at the Knife," may seem 
rather strange to you at first, but I feel that as this lesson progresses 
it shall unfold to you the most needed lesson in the religious world 
concerning the question of faith, how it works in man 's salvation. Faith 
is the principle of action, by which action faith brings man to Christ. 
Faith kept in the head and heart alone has never brought man into 
favor with God and it never shall. Faith must act, else it is considered 
as dead. James says in James 2: 17, "Even so faith, if it hath not works 
is dead, being alone" and . in verse 24 he says, "Ye see then, how thai 
by works a man is justified and not by FAITH ONLY." One thing for 
certain: man is not justified by "faith alone." James proves beyond 
refutation that faith must act before God will receive. This true, then 
my statement concerning faith as the principle of action stands beyond 
successful contradiction. Man is not justified by a "dead faith," but by 
a "working faith," James 2: 14-26. Paul sets forth this same principle 
of faith being the . principle of action _when he wrote to the church tn 
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Rome saying to them in Romans lu:25,26, "!'fow to him that is of power 
to stablish you according t'o my go_spel - notice, Paul says my gospel -
and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the 
mystery, which _ was kept secret since the world began. But now i~ 
inade manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets according to the 
commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations FOR 
THE OBEDIENCE OF FAITH." Here is man's faith, by the command• 
ment of the everlasting God, having to become obedient to the gospel 
of Christ, which gospel has revealed the mystery of ages past. Yes; 
faith is the principle of action and where there is no action; God 
recognizes no faith. We may cry "faith only" all we please, but your 
Bible says "for the obedience of faith" and that it is not by "faith only." 
EXAMPLES OF OUR LESSON 
I now offer you further proof of my lesson by brin ging to you 
examples of both the Old and New Testament. 
ABRAHAM 
In Genesis 22: 2 God said to Abraham, "Take now thy son, thine 
only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; 
and offer him there for a burnt offe ri ng upon one of the mountains 
which I will tell thee of." Verse 4 says "Abraham rose up early in 
the morning-and went unto the place which God had told him." He 
didn't wait. He acted at once . . With him he took the fire, the wood, 
and knife. The third day he "lifted up his eyes, and saw the . place 
afar off." Can you imagine the heaviness of heart as this dear old 
father, now over 100 years old, walks up the mountainside to take the 
life of his little ' boy, the son of his old age whom he loved? Abraham 
built the altar, placed upon it the wood, built the fire, and then bound 
his son, whom he loved so much. Here was the principle of faith · act-
ing but God did not, at this point upon this occasion "impute his faith 
unto ·him for righteou ·sness" nor call him "the friend of God.0 Why? 
James in chapter 2 and verses 21-23 answers why. It reads as follows; 
"Was not Abraham ourfather justified by works, when he had offered 
Isaac his son upon the altar? Seest thou how faith wrought with his 
works, and by works was faith · made perfect. And the scripture was 
fulfilled with faith, Abraham believed· God, and it was imputed unto 
him for righteousness, and he was called the friend of God." My 
friends, not until Abraham reached forth and took the knife in his 
hand, ready to take the life of his own son was his _ faith imputed unto 
him for righteousness. No, it was not faith at the · wood; it was not 
faith at the fire; it was not just faith at the altar; it was "Faith af 
the Knife," '. ready to make his own son an offering unto God, that 
brought from the court~ of h·eaven these words, 1'As the a·ngel of 
God ' called; Abraham, Abrahiun___.:.lay not - thine hand upon -the ladi 
neither do thou harm unto him: · for now I know thou fearest God, 
seeing thou hast not withheld :· thy son, thine only son from me." 
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Ah, my friends, faith here was, as I have already stated, the "prin~ 
ciple of action ." Abraham stopped at the altar; had he stopped at the 
wood; had he stop~ed at the fire; yea, had he stopped at the binding 
of his son, refusing to pick up the knife to complete his obedience 
unto God's command, James would not have written of him as he did 
giving to us the example of Abraham as the moving force behind th~ 
faith that saves. Yes, it was "Faith at the Knife" not just "Faith 
in Abraham's head" only, not in his heart only. Faith had to enter 
his head; yes, it had to take complete control of his heart; but that 
faith had to go through the heart, TO THE KNIFE, else it would 
have been a dead .faith, an incomplete faith, an imperfect faith and 
would . never have brought God's promise to him in Genesis 22·: 16 where 
God said to him, "By myself have I sworn saith the Lord, for because 
thou hast done this - thing, and hast not withpeld thy son , thine only 
~on! that in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I. will multi-
ply thy se ed as the stars of the heaven, and as the ' sands "of the sea-
shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemy. And in thee · 
and thy seed shall all nations of the earth be blessed; because thou 
hast obeyed my voice." My good friends, Abraham's faith at the 
knife is the act _ of faith that gave to us, THROUGH ABRAHAM'S 
_seed, our blessed Lord and Savio1; .Jesus Christ. ·Faith alone? No! It was 
the faith of the head, reaching the heart, taking _hold of the knife! 
It was at the point when Abraham's faith obeyed God's command, and 
not before. You will find that God never blesses man until man's faith 
obeys God. It is always when faith obeys, never before! Is it any won-
der the writer of the Hebr ew letter said of Abraham in chapter 11 
verse 17-19, "By faith Abraham, when he was TRIED-y es, wh en hi; 
faith was tried-offered up Isaac, of whom it was said that in Isaac 
shall thy seed be called; Accounting that God was ab!~ to raise him 
up, even from the de ad; from whence also he received him in a figi. 
ure!" Abraham's "F ai th at the Knif e" was Abraham surrendering 
completely to God! It is here we find the "how" and "when" .faith se-
cures the blessings of God; it is. when faith completes its obedience 
unto the commands of God upon which has been promised the blessings. 
Never before! _ 
ABEL AT THE SACRIFICE 
In this same letter, Hebrews 11: 3, we read that "By faith Abel 
offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain; BY WHICH 
he obtained WITNESS that was RIGHTEOUS, God testifying of hi8 
gifts; and by it he being dead yet speaketh." · 
In Genesis 4: 3-8 is recorded the incident mentioned in Hebrews 11: 3. 
Both Cain and Able offered a secrifice unto God: Cain brought "of 
the fruit of the ground," and Abel brought "the firstlings of his t1ock 
and of the fat thereof." Verse 4 says, "And the Lord had respect 
unto Abel and his offering; but unto Cain and his offering he had 
not respect." You know the story, how that Cain in his jealous anger 
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slew his brother Abel because Abel's offering was accepted. Since 
,aith comes only by the word of God, Romans 10:17, we know God 
had commanded the animal sacrifice. AFTER Abel had made his 
offering, not before, "he obtained witness of God that he was right• 
eous" and by this act of faith, he still speaks, even . to this good day . 
What does this act of faith say? Simply this: It was not Abel's faith 
In the head alone, nor the faith just in his heart alone, that brought 
this witness from God that he was righteous; but, again, it was Abel's 
"Faith at the Knife" that brought forth God's approval . He had to 
slay and offer the sacrifice as God commanded. Yet, it was Abel's 
faith at the altar of sacrifice that brought upon him the approval 
of God. Not faith alone, without any further acts of obedience! 
NOAH'S FAITH AT THE ARK 
In Hebrews 11:7, this same writer says "By faith Noah, being 
warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared nn 
ark to the . saving of his house; by the which . he condemned the world, 
and became heir of the righteousness which Is by faith." The account 
of this is found in Genesis , chapters 6 and 7. Time forb ids a detailed 
accounting of this story. Suffice it to say it was not faith in Noah's 
head nor faith in Noah's heart alone that saved his house. It was 
Noah's "Faith Building the Ark.'' Noah could have believed God, 
could have gathered the .wood but had he not built the Ark as directed 
of God, he would have died in the flood and would not have become 
the "heir of God which is by faith.'' Noah's faith at the completion of 
God's commands, brought him to the blessings of God found in Genesis, 
chapters 6 and 7, and Hebrews 11:7 . Again, this is .the "how" and 
the "when" faith brings the blessings of God upon man; man's laltb 
has to obey God. It is never otherwise! 
FAITH AT THE SHOUT 
In Joshua, chapter 6, is the story of Joshua and the felling of the 
walls of Jericho. In this same letter of Hebrews, chapter 11 and 
verse 30, we again read, "Dy faith the walls of Jericho fell clown, 
after they were compassed about seven days." All this was done by 
faith, but it was Joshua's faith at the shouting of the people after 
they ha,d completed all other commands God had given to them. 
God commanded them to march around the walls once each day for 
six days. On the seventh day they were to march around the wall 
seven times, blow the ram's horn, and then give a shout, with the 
promise the walls would fall down flat and the city would be theirs 
as promised. What was the driving · force behind this action of Joshua? 
Jt was his faith in the pr omises of God, together with his desire to 
possess his city as a gift from God. But his faith in the promise 
of God did not move the walls; it was his faith at the marching, at 
the blowing of the ram's horn, and finally at the shouting of the peo-
ple as a command by the Lord. My friends, there Is no such thing in 
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Go.d's .dealings .with mankin .d of His blessing lllan by "faith only" 
before man's faith · s_tands at the knife, at . the ·. point of obedience unto 
God's orders. There is no exception. From these lllustraUons we can 
see why faith has so much ascribed to it. Without faith Abraham 
would not have offered Isaac; . Abel would not have offered the sac· 
rifice; Noah would not have 'built the ark; Joshua would not have 
marched around the wans · of Jericho. On we go "7ith Enoch, Isaac, 
Jacob, Samuel, David, thei sweet singer of Israel, °' and the prophets of 
old, to say nothing of John the -Baptist and the martyred saints 
of all the ages of the past. · They possessed an active, walking, obeying 
faith. Theirs was "faith at the Knife.'' · 
OUR . FAITH 
Today we are saved by faith. Jn Romans 5: 1 ;Faul sa,ys, "Therefore 
being justified by faith, we have peace with Qod, through our Lord 
Jesm; .Christ . ., It . is thought that since ma,Q.'s salvation is predicted 
upon faith that it must be "by faith . alone," without . any further acts 
of · obedience. It is ,thought that if ma,n llas . to c;,bey any other command 
after he believes, if he has to be baptized, that It destroys his salva· 
tion by faith. May I ask you this: When your Bible says nian is justified 
by faith does that make the . grace of God of no effect? When your Bible 
says we are saved by the grace of God, does this reflect upon the 
importance ·of faith? When one says we· are "Saved · by grace through 
faith," as in Ephesians 2: 8,9, does this make the blood of Christ of 
no importance in salvation? When the Bible commands us to repent, 
does this reflect upon the power of his biood to · sav e ? Now when the 
Lord commands us to be baptized, as in Marlr 16:16, promising us 
salvation, does this make vohl either faith, repentance, . grace, or the 
blood of Christ? A thousand times no; but it gives to faith its proper 
place and value in God's ·great scheme of redemption. Faith now be-
comes the principle of action, the channel through which God moves 
in the heart of man to bring i:nan to a complete surrender to God's 
will as in the examples already given. Did the knife reflect upon 
Abraham's faith? Did the offering or the sacrifices reflect upon Abel's 
faith? Did the building of the ark make Noah's . faith of none effect? 
Did the marching around the walls of Jericho make the walls not fall 
down by faith as your Bible plainly stated? No, my friends! They but 
established the faith of those blessed and not until their faith com-
pleted these acts of obedience did God bestow His blessings as the 
result of these specific commands given. 
FAITH AT THE BURIAL 
Just as God gave to these sainted characters of old commands to 
try their faith, as was said about Abraham in Hebrews 11:17-19, just 
so Christ has given to us certain commands to try our faith. Peter 
says in I Peter 1:7, "That the trial of your faith, being more precious 
than gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found 
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to the praise a·nd honor and glory . at the appearing ,of Jesus Christ/' 
Let us .test our faith , therefore, to see · if it will pass inspection a s did 
these of old. 
BAPTISM A TEST 
In Mark 16:16 - Christ .Himself said, "He that believeth and is bap-
tized shall be saved .. " In Acts 2:38 Peter . by the Spirit commanded 
them to '.'repent -and tie baptized every one of you · in the name of Jesus 
Christ -for. the remission of sins .•• " In Acts .22:16 Ananias _said to 
Saul, "And . now ;hy . tarriest thou , Arise . an<l I qe baJ;>tized and was .b 
away thy sins calling on the name of the Lord." Paul to the church 
at Rome said, in Romans 6:3-5 1 "Know ye not that so many of us were 
baptized into Jesus Christ, were · baptized into his death? Therefore 
we . ARE buried with him by baptism into death that like as . Christ 
was raised -up from the dead by the glory of the Father , even so we 
also -should walk in Iiewn 'ess · Of' Iife!' Then in :.verse '6 he says, "Knowing 
this, that out old man was CRUCIFIED WITH HIM, that the BODY 
OF SIN might be DESTROYED, that henceforth we should not . serve •, 
sin." 
FAITH AT THE BURIAL 
H ere we hav e a command - of God, a comm an d to "every creature 
in · all the world." Here; at the conclusion of baptism to a penitent 
believer, is _the promise of salvation, remission of sins, the washiµg 
away of sins, of being in Christ, of bein g raised from the grave of 
baptism into a newness of life. HERE is the test of our faith! Shall 
the trial of our faith be to the glory of God as Peter suggests? Or 
shall it perish, as though consumed by fire, as it stands at the grave 
of baptism where the old man of sin is to be buried that a new~ 
may be resurre cted? · Will our faith fail us at the crucify~ng of the 
man, as we bury him with .his sins that h enceforth we might not . e 
.sin? Like Abr a ham's faith had to stand a t the knife, just so our faith 
shall have to . stand at the grave of bapti sm, at the burial of the old 
man ~f sin to witne ss the GLORIOUS RESURRECTION of this new 
man fr ee d from sin and walking now in . the newness of life . My · friends, 
neither is our faith just the faith of the head only, nor just the faith 
of th e he art only . It is our faith at the waters of baptism, our faith at 
the · buri al of the old man of sin th at brings us salvation . Paul says 
h ere in Romans 6: 3-7 that being in the "likeness of . his death we shall 
also be in the lik eness of his resurrection . " Let no man say when 
saved by faith that he has .disregarded the grace of God, that he has 
r efl ected upon the command to repent; let no man say as he stands 
by the wat er's edge at the burial scene of the old man of sin, that he 
has lost sight of the blood of Christ, having substituted the water for 
the blood of Christ . He has no more substituted wat er for blood than 
he has substituted repentance for faith or faith for the mercy of God 
in his salvation. Each of God's commands has a place or Christ would 
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not have commanded us to obey them .. Had we not possessed faith in 
the promises of God, we would not have repented; we would not have 
confessed our faith in Christ as God's Son; and certainly we would 
never have be en baptized as Chris t comm anded us that we be saved. 
Faith was the principle of action here as in all our examples today. 
R ememb er, had Abraham's fai th not r eac hed the knif e, J am es would 
not h av e written as he did about Abraham . Naaman's faith stood at 
Jord an, trusting God in heaven for his cure; the blind's faith stood at 
the pool of Siloam, trusting God for sight. Just so our faith stands 
today at th e wa ters of baptism trust ing the blo od of Christ in heaven 
above our clean sin g. Yes, it wa s Abr ah am~s faith at the knife that 
br ought him his bl esing and it is our faith worki ng through our hearts 
s ta ndin g at th e burial of the old man in the watery gra ve of baptism 
looking to th e blood of Christ, that bring s us th e bles sing of salvation. 
CONCLUSIO N 
May God's gr ace help you to see to da y this great principle of faith 
as the mo tiv ati ng pow er, le a din g man to ob edience a s he surrenders 
his he art to God. May you have seen the "how" and the "when" faith 
brin gs man to hi s salvation , like Abrah am of old, that it is faith stand-
ing at the knife, faith obeying God, is my prayer in the name of our 
blessed Lord. 
Highl and Chu rc h of Christ 
Box 1858 
Abilene, Texas 
Gentlemen: 
This is written to thank you for the message over the radio 
last Sunday. The message was very good and it is exactly the 
information we need in talking to a friend who continually battles · 
immersion. 
It would be greatly appreciated if you would send us a copy 
that we might be better fortified the n ext time it is our opportunity 
to place our claims for this mode of bap tism, whi ch we fee l is the 
only Scriptural way. 
If you could recommend to us some books that have it ex-
plained, we would be greatly appreciative - perhaps like some 
author as Wuest and his nug gets. 
Thank you very much. 
Sincerely, 
J. R. E. 
Los Gatos, California 
A JAILOR DECIDES FOR CHRIST 
ABC and MBS Networks 
By E. R. Harper 
Radio Sermon No. 413 December 27, 1959 
Let me thank all of you today who have written us for our lessons, 
or who have written us expressing your appreciation for this program. 
I express the fee ling of the elders and the Highland church of Christ 
when I say to all, "Thank you" for helping make it possible for millions 
to hear the gospel by radio and television. Remember that eternity 
alone will have to tell the good that has been ac complished. May such 
pr ograms incr ease ; may they nev er ceas e. So important is the preaching 
of th e gosp el; so import ant is it for men to "believe and be baptized 
to be saved " that Christ gave the explicit command that it be preached 
to "every creature in all the world" Mark 16:1 5. This program and 
similar programs by radio and television, are helping to do just that. 
THE JAILOR 
For our study tod ay, I am discussing the question, "A Jailor Decides 
for Christ ." Much is being said about "Decisions for Christ" and 
thousa nd s are sa id to make such decisions every year. Before we enter 
the discussion of the "Jailor Who Decided For Christ" I believe it is 
necessary to understand what it means to "decide" for a thing . Decision 
is not just a mere assent of the mind. It is not just promising someone 
that you are for him. It isn't the mere acceptance of some gift bestowed 
upon you by anoth er party . To "d ecide" for a person, is to be willing 
to sta nd wi th or by th at person in th e doin g of that person's bidding. 
Neutra lit y toward a th ing or per sons is not "dec iding " for th e thing 
or perso n. Durin g th e grea t world wars we had nations th at "lin ed up" 
and "fou ght besid e us ." Th ey died wit h and for us. Th es e are the 
nations we considered as having "decided for us ." 
This same thing holds true with respect to Christ. To "decide for 
Chr ist " is not to ju st say "Lord , I am willin g to receive your salvation ; 
I beli eve and tru st you ." It is all th at ; but it is likewise a willingness 
to do everyt hin g he ha s comm and ed us to do and then more bes ides-
our will ingness to st and with him to the bitt er end. 
LUKE 6:46 
Th at you may see this is true, I quote to you the words of Christ 
in Luk e 6: 46 wh ere he says to people, "And why call ye me Lord, 
Lord and do not the thin gs whi ch I say?" Then he adds these words: 
"Ev e~y on e th at cometh unto me, and heareth my words, and doeth 
them , I will show you whom he is like . He is like a man building a 
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house, who digged and went deep, and laid a foundation upon the rock: 
and when a flood arose, the stream brake against that house and could 
not shake it; because it had been well builded. But he that heareth and 
doeth not, is like a man that built a house upon the earth without a 
foundation; · against which the stre am brake , and straightway it 1'.ell in; 
and the ruin of that house was great." Here the man who surrendered 
to Christ; who made a decision for Christ, was that man who did what 
Christ said. He was the wise man who built his house on the rock. This 
same principle is true today. This being true, then only these who do 
the will of God have "decided for Christ." All others have rebelled 
against Christ. 
You kno w it is a very easy thing to sign a card, hold up your hand,' 
or come with hundreds to an altar durin g an emotional appeal and 
ra is e your han d and sa y, "I hav e made a decis ion for Christ, to t ake him 
as my personal savior," and th en hav e som e to announce that all who do 
this are saved without them having to do one thing or belong to 
anything. Just turned loose! Multitud es may go away feeling they have 
surrendered tQ Christ when as a matter of fact, they have not. A test 
of their surrender to Christ would be to tell them wh at Chri st said in 
the Gr eat Commis sion in Matthew 28: 18-20 wher e he commands us to 
'"Go teach all nations baptizing th em in the name of the Fath er and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit ; or to ask th em to do what Christ says 
in Mark 16: 16-"he that believeth and is baptized sh all be saved." This 
was to be taught to every creature in every nation in all the world. 
What is there so obnoxious about these words of our Lord 's that would 
kill most great revival campaigns today, if commanded? 
May I ask you who are listenin g to me today who may fee l that you 
have mad e a "decision for Christ, " what kind of feeling com es over you 
as I quote th e word s of Christ, wh ere he teaches th at it is the man who 
"beli eves and is bapti zed" that is sav ed? Is ther e a feeling th at says to 
Christ, "I do not have to be baptized as commanded by you." Honestly, 
who is the man that surrenders to or mak es a decision for Christ? Is 
it the man who obeys him? or the man who refuses to obey him? Only 
· th e man who obeys Chri st is the man who "makes a decision for 
Christ." My good friends, doesn't this have to be true? 
THE JAILOR 
Now our les son beg in s with Pa ul and Sil as in jail, Acts, chapt er 
·16. It is midnight. An earth-quake takes place. The prisoners are 
loosed. Paul and Silas ar e singin g praises to God. The jailor, being 
arous ed out of his sle ep and seein g the prison doors open, dr ew his 
sword and was about to kill him se lf, "supposing that the prisoners 
· had escaped ." He kne w if th ey escape d he might have to pay with his 
. life and acc ordin g to their customs, it wa s more honorable to die of one 's 
own sword th an be execut ed for fa ilure in .th e line of duty . What a 
, glorious surpri se it mu st have . been to the j ailor when from the dark-
Page 32 A JAILOR DECIDES FOR CHRIST 
ness, there came the voice of one of the prisoners saying, "Do thyself 
no har.m; for we are all here." No i;weeter words had ever fallen upon 
the jailor's ears, I am sure, than these. It says Paul cried with a loud 
voice, saying, "Do thyself no harm ." Paul must have seen the urgency 
of this, for here was a man in the act of taking his life ·out of fear, 
when there was not occasion for fear if he only knew. Paul's action had 
to be punctuated with urgency and with sincerity-such that would stop 
the jailor dead still in a moment; and that is just what the apostle 
did. It had -the desired effect. The jailor, for some reason, believed this 
prisoner's plea, trusted his very life, his physical life, into the hands of 
a rank stranger. He is now ready to make a "decision"; he is now 
ready to "surrender," only he does not know how. He is made to 
realize these men must be men of God; that something is taking place 
. 1mknown to his way of life for under such circumstances prisoners 
would have fled for their lives. With faith and confidence in Paul and 
Silas, he comes. Calling for light, and trembling for fear, he falls at 
the feet of Paul and asks a question that has been so misunderstood 
and so misused, until multitudes are caused to believe Paul's answer 
eliminates the necessity of obeying the Great Commission of our Lord, 
which I have already pointed out includes every creature in all the 
world. Surely Paul would not give to him an answer that would free 
him from obeying his Master's own commands! That question is this, 
"Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" Now whatever he does, has to be 
"what he must do to be saved." You will se .e it is word for word, that 
which the Lord commanded in his Great Commission. 
THE ANSWER-ITS MEANING 
Now, the answer is a simple one to give to a man who knows 
nothing of the Lord. Paul says, "Believe on the Lord and thou shalt be 
saved, thou and thy house." Around this answer has been fought many 
a great battle. Multitudes are the tragic explanations of this verse in 
a vain attell)pt to eliminate from the plan of salvation man's having 
to obey the Lord's own commands to every creature in all the world. 
This is used to prove that man does not have to be baptized to be 
saved. Not too long ago, I heard a statement like this made on a. tele-
vision program. It was stated that man is saved by faith in Christ; not 
by faith in Christ and then baptism; by faith in Christ, then church 
membership; or by faith in Christ with "a certain way of life to be 
lived'' to be saved. Upon another occasion - well upon numerous 
occasions-I have heard this statement made: Man is saved by faith; 
plus nothing-minus nothing. Acts 16: 31 was used to sustain such a 
statement. Did Paul mean here to teach the jailor that he was to be 
saved by 'faith alone' or by 'faith only', without having to do anything 
else when James says plainly: "It is not by faith only," (James 2 :·24)? 
But says one, baptism is not mentioned, therefore, it is not essential. 
They · point out to --me that it only says "believe on the Lard" and there-
fore it is by faith without baptism. Now, my friends, a thing that ·proves 
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too much proves nothing. If it is salvation by "faith only" before and 
without baptism BECAUSE baptism is not mentioned then it is salva~ 
tion by faith only, before and without loving the Lord, because loving 
the Lord isn't mentioned; it is salvation by faith without repentance 
for repentance is not mentioned; it is salvation by faith without 
confessing the · Lord for confessing the Lord isn't mentioned here 
either. Had you ever stopped to think just how many things man has 
to do to be saved that are NOT mentioned in Acts 16: 31? Are we 
ready to say they are left out because they are not mentioned in Acts 
16:31? But says one, "Man has to love the Lord; man has to repent; 
man has to confess the Lord." Yes, I know that, but where did you find 
this out? It does not mention them in verse 31. He answers, "The Bible 
in other places commands them." Yes, but that same Bible, in other 
places, commands baptism for the remission of sins also. Now, what 
right does one have to add all these others, NO'r mentioned, and make 
them a part of "saving faith" and deny the Lord's commands in his 
Great Commission, which is to "every creature in all the world"? In 
his Great Commission, the Lord twice commands us to be baptized; 
once to believe; once to repent. How is it that the one command given 
twice happened to be the ONLY one man does not have to obey? 
SPEAKS THE WORD OF THE LORD 
Now Paul commands the jailor to believe on the Lord and the next 
verse says, "and they spake the word of the Lord unto him, with all that 
were in his house." No babies here for you can't SPEAK the word of the 
Lord to a baby. But why speak to them the word of the Lord? Paul 
says in Romans 10: 17, "So belief-or faith-cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God." Before the jailor could "believe on the 
Lord" he had to HEAR the WORD of God. This question: when , he 
hears the word of God, if he refuses to do what God's word commands 
him, will he have surrendered to the Lord? Will he have "made a 
decision for Christ?" or will he have rebelled against Christ? Suppose 
in this word of God he is convinced that he must repent; suppose in 
this word of God he is commanded to be baptized and now, having been 
commanded by the word of God to repent and be baptized, he REFUSES 
to do what the Lord in his word commands; will he be a saved 
believer? Will he be registered in heaven as another "decision for 
c'hrist" Or will the Lord record him as one who has rebelled against 
Him for not doing the things commanded? HERE is the battle ground. 
HERE is the decision for the jailor to make. What shall it be'? It 
taught to correct his mistakes, will he do it? or will he refuse? If 
taught to be baptized, will he obey this command? or will he refuse to 
do it, telling Paul that he is already saved by faith, plus nothing-
minus nothing? 
WHAT WAS SPOKEN TO HIM 
We know what was in this Word of the Lord by what the jailor 
and his house did. In verse 33 it says, "And he, the jailor, took them-
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Paul an_d Silas-the s~me h_our of the night and washed their stripes." 
HERE is repentance m act10n . HERE he is bringin g forth "fruit meet 
for repen~an~e." Why is he doing this? You can 't pr each the word of 
the Lord ~n its fullness to sinn ers and leave out r epentance. Now, the 
~est of this v~rse says, "And was baptiz ed"-was what? was baptized, 
_he and all his IMMEDIATELY.'' How did they learn about being bap-
tized ? Just one way! -rt had to be a part of this word of the Lord 
pre ~ched to _them that they might bec ome believers in God to the 
s~vmg of their soul s ! Now, had the j a ilor r efus ed to repent and be bap-
tized, as c~mmanded here by the word of the Lord, spoken to them by 
Paul and Silas, would the next vers e r ead as it do es? Verse 34 says, "And 
he brought th em up into his house, and set food before them and re-
joiced greatly, with all his house having believed in God." Now honestly, 
h~'d he and all his refused to be baptized as commanded by Paul and 
Sii as, would they have been recorded here as "believers in God"? Can't 
we see th ey would not have been? For THEN , they would have RE-
JEC TED the w_ord of the Lord spok en to them . Was this "faith minus 
nothing; plus nothing"? Can't we see their faith rep ented of sins com-
mitted again st these men of God ? Can't we see th a t this faith caused 
them to be baptized? Can't we see th at it was "faith plus repentance"; 
that it was "faith plus baptism ," before the Bibl e ever called them 
beli evers-sa ved believers? Now this was · EXACTLY what the Lord 
commanded in his world-wid e commission when He said "He th a t be-
liev et h and is •baptized sh all be sa ve d." Th e j ailor thou~ht baptism so 
necess ary that he did it immed iately-the very same hour of the n1ght. 
Paul must have emphasized bapti sm to get this jailor to be baptized 
at midnight. The faith that saves is an inclusive faith-that is it is a 
faith that includes ALL that man ha s to do to be saved. You ar~ forced 
to add repentance; loving the Lord; confessing His name; before it 
COULD be a faith that COULD save. This we all KNOW! So all such 
statements that man is saved by faith, plus nothing-minus nothing, 
can't be true . They but confuse the issue and blind the minds of the 
hearer to the actual truth about salvation by faith. 
THE RECORD SPEAKS 
Friends, let us hear the record as it speaks for itself as to WHEN 
the jailor became the believer of verse 31. Paul in verse 31 commanded 
him to "believe on the Lord.' .' Now WHEN does the record-the Bible 
- God's word - call him this believer? The next verse says, "They spake 
unto him the word of the Lord.'' Does it "NOW" record him as a saved 
belie ver ? No! Verse 33 says, "And he took th em the same hour of the 
night and washed their stripes." Does th e r ecord now call him a saved 
believ er with all his house? If not, why not, if he is saved at this 
point? No, it does not call him a saved believer here. Now the next 
part of this verse says, "And was baptized, he and all his, immediately ," 
or as the King James version says, "straightway.'' Now, after this, not 
before but AFTER he was baptized, what do we read? In verse 34 it 
records as follows: "He set meat before them and rejoiced, believing 
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in God with all his ·house." Is it not worthy of our consideration that 
the record, God's inspired word, never ref ers to the jailor and his house 
as believers in God until AFTER they were ALL BAPTIZE.D? 
BETWEEN THE ANSWER AND THE RECORD 
Let us notice now what took place b et we en the answ er by Paul 
to the jailor, for him to become a believer on the Lord, and the verse 
recording him as a believer. FIRST, th ey sp ak e unto him th e word of 
the Lord . SECOND, the jailor took them the same hour of the night and 
wash ed their stripes- this showed repent anc e in his heart ; THIRD, he 
and all his were baptized immediatel y, at the hour of midnight. 
FOURTH, he is now re corded among tho se who "believe on the Lord." 
This is in perfe ct keeping with the re cord throu ghout the recorded con-
versions of the /Acts of th e Apostles. Is all this ju st an accident'! In 
Acts, chapter two, where 3,000 were baptiz ed that day , th ey were not 
called "b elievers" until AFTER they were bapti zed. Aft er their baptism, 
in verse 44 it says, "And all that beli eved were together ." 
Friends, what ever this jailor and th ose of Act s 2 h ad to do to be· 
come a believ er, a SAVED believer, you and I shall hav e to do. The 
record shows th e jail or believed the gospe l sp oke n to him ; th at he re-
pent ed of his sins ; and that he was ba pti ze d imm ediat ely, at midnight. 
How ur ge nt P aul must have m ade baptism for this man to want to do 
it immediately-at the hour of midni ght! The jailor couldn't wait, even 
until day. He dema nded baptism immediately-at midnight ! 
THE HOUR OF DECISION IS HERE 
Yes, the jailor's "hour of decision was here.'' Wh at sh all he do? 
Shall he decide to do what his Lord has commanded through Paul? Or 
shall he refus e to be baptized, accusing Paul of tryin g to save himself 
by hi s own works? Shall he accuse Paul of denyin g the blood of Christ 
for water? All this we hear today, when w e of the church of Christ beg 
men to obey their Lord in baptism, as did th e jailor. Ye s, his "hour of 
dec ision" was here. He decided for Chri st! He decided to obey his 
Lord! He did not put it off! The jailor' s dec ision was at midnight; at 
midnight he obey ed his Master. Agai n, thi s question I press just here, 
had the jailor r efused to submit to bap ti sm afte r Paul comm anded 
him to be baptized , would he be in th e re cord as on e "ha ving believed 
in th e Lord"? Or would he have gone down in th e record as one who 
rej ected his Master by rejecting the word s of the Master spoken to 
him by the apostle of the Lord? My good peopl e, can't we see what is 
wrong today in telling sinners they do not ha ve to believe and be bap-
ti zed to be saved , as commanded by the Lord Himself? Suppose not 
one soul had ever been baptized from the day Peter preached that 
great sermon on Pentecost, until now? Where would the church on 
earth be? Would there have been a chur ch on earth today? Was there 
any church in Jerusalem, Corinth, Ephesus, Galatia, Rome, or any other 
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city in the first century where no one was ever baptized? Can't you 
see what the destruction of baptism would mean to the church? Is it 
possible that such a command-the doing away of which would destroy 
on earth the church for which Christ died and for which He paid His 
own blood-is a non-essential command? Destroy baptism; you destroy 
the church on earth. Destroy the church on earth and you pave the way 
for Godless communism. Is this what you want? If not, then join hands 
with us in preaching a full and complete gospel as did Paul to this 
jailor. Do what the jailor did in deciding for Christ. Come believing 
as he did, rep enting of your sins as he did; be baptized immediately 
as did this jailor. This is "deciding for Christ"! What is there about 
the great commission of the Lord in Mark 16:16, if quoted in our great 
evangelistic campaigns where thousands attend, that would kill such 
campaigns, if sinners are told they MUST believe and be baptized to 
be saved? Such teaching didn't kill the revival on Pentecost! It did 
not kill the work of the Lord in Corinth; in Ephesus; ' in Rome! It did 
not kill the church in Macedonia, the home of this jailor. Why do people 
resent the preaching of baptism today when Paul so preached it to the 
jai!or that the jailor was baptized immediately; the same hour of the 
night, and that midnight? 
CONCLUSION 
As I conclude my three months of gospel sermons to you by radio, 
let me beg of you that you decide for Christ today. This is "your hour 
of decision." Shall it be like that of the jailor, that you, now having 
he ard the word of the Lord preached to you, are willing this day to 
be baptized that you may be recorded in the book of God as a saved 
believer as was the jailor? May the Lord bless you to do just this it 
you have not; and may you continue to listen as Broth er Willeford 
brings to you his wonderful lessons over this network, is my prayer In 
the name of our blessed Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
To the Herald of Truth 
You will please find $2.00 enclosed to help spread the Gospel 
of Christ, which I think we all should do all we can. This is a 
wonderful way. Scores of people everywhere listen to the Herald 
of Truth, and here are my best wishes to you for this work. Pray 
for me that I may live a more faithful Christian life every day, 
Your sister in Christ, 
Mrs. Josie Pilkinton 
Bonham, Texas 
More than a hundred million of our nalion know not the truth, Their only hope Is 
through the gospel of Christ. That means that their salvation must depend upon faith-
ful Christians, for the gospel will not be pr eached unless God's children preach it , 
It Is up to us. We must not tu rn our backs on the lost . Th e door of oppori uni!y Is 
before us to car ry the gospel each wee k acr oss this land by r adio and telev ision on the 
Herald of Truth program. Your sup port is vita l to thi s effo rt. Your prayers and finan-
cial support are needed as never before . Urg e ihe leaders of your congreg atio n to sup 4 
port this work, Join with the tho usands of individuals who are sacrificing to make this 
work possible. Work that your congregation may be one of the hundreds of congrega ; 
tions to give $12.50 a week or more in support of this program . 
Help today---help the millions of the lost. They must depend on Christians for the 
truth. 
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